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For the first time since President Oscar Arias assumed office in May 1986, on April 8-10 an official
Costa Rican delegation visited Managua. Headed by presidential adviser Enrique Obregon, the
objective of the Costa Rican visit was to discuss Arias's Central American peace plan. The plan is to
be a major topic of debate at the Central American summit to take place in late June in Esquipulas,
Guatemala. The delegation met with Nicaraguan Vice President Sergio Ramirez and acting Foreign
Minister Victor Hugo Tinoco. Speaking to the press on April 8, Ramirez and Obregon said the two
sides wished to establish a "broader understanding" and to take steps toward improving bilateral
relations which have deteriorated since Arias became president. Last year Managua filed a suit
against the governments of Costa Rica and Honduras before the International Court of Justice.
Both governments are charged with permitting the use of respective national territories by the
Nicaraguan contras for the purpose of attacking the Nicaraguan government. San Jose responded
by insisting that the charges were groundless, and that negotiations with Managua were out of the
question until the suit was withdrawn. Since then, results of a partial investigation of the Iran-contra
affair in the US revealed in the Tower Report indicated that the Costa Rican authorities were aware
of contra use of an airstrip in national territory. Nicaraguan officials continue to issue statements
which claim they are willing to directly negotiate with San Jose on the charges contained in the
World Court suit. Another aspect of what appears to be political will for a rapprochement between
the neighboring countries is Costa Rica's redoubled diplomatic efforts in recent months to reinforce
its official neutrality policy. Next, evidence of the Nicaraguan government's conciliatory stance
vis-a-vis San Jose is seen in its official statements on the Arias peace plan. After an initial hostile
reaction to the Costa Rican plan, Managua changed course. Sandinista officials' public statements
indicate that they are genuinely interested in discussing the plan at the upcoming summit in
Guatemala, and refer to the plan as worthy of consideration alongside other initiatives presented by
Central American governments. Vice President Ramirez told reporters on April 10 that Nicaragua
is not among "certain nations in the region where there are voices that are trying to downplay and
undermine the power this document may have." (Basic data from PRENSA LATINA, 04/10/87;
04/13/87)
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